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Summer Greetings from the Headteacher 

 
Well, here we are, we have done it, our first full academic year since September 2018, and the only 
thing that closed our school for one day this academic year was Storm Eunice! 
 
I am extremely proud of all our students and staff who, at times this year, have had to dig deep and 
navigate our everchanging world.  Team Burgate has united in values of kindness, inclusivity and 
ambition.  Together we have inspired curiosity and rebuilt resilience and opened our minds to all the 
exciting opportunities out there. 
 
Our Year 11 and Year 13 students worked hard to ensure they were exam ready and we wish them 
every success for their results this summer. I would like to thank every member of staff from the 
teachers in the classroom, to the learning support assistants, the catering team, the admin team and 
the caretaking staff for supporting our students, making school a happy and safe environment, and 
always striving to go above and beyond. 
 
Our students have also embraced every opportunity and aspired to be the best versions of  
themselves.  The learning and wider school projects they have committed to have created ripples 
that reach far further than our school community. We have brought the school community together 
through a variety of events such as our Remembrance Day service, the open-air careers fair, Art 
and Design trips to exhibitions and galleries and a very welcome return to the theatre. We have tak-
en part in local, regional and national competitions with our debating team, our STEM club and the 
Business students and future entrepreneurs were involved in the Tenner challenge. 
 
With great excitement we saw the return of our Creative Arts evening, this was a showcase of pure 
talent and passion across the creative and cultural education. 
 
It has been great to be able to get back into competitive and just for fun sport. We have celebrated 
many sporting achievements this year with our netball, hockey and football teams and summer  
successes with soft ball and rounders competitions and sailing days at Spinnaker lakes.  We also 
admired some outstanding track and field events in blistering heat at Sports day this year.  
 
We have explored the natural world around us with Geography field trips, our increasing popular 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and residential trips to Madrid and Barcelona. 
 
We have sown the seeds of life after Burgate for our students with visiting speakers from the  
business community and first-hand work experience opportunities. We believe it is important that our 
students are given the opportunity to explore the career opportunities that are out there and to seek 
meaningful encounters with employers. We are all too aware that many of our students will be  
working in jobs in the future that do not actually exist today and we need to prepare them for this. 
 
 
But this year has not been without its challenges and school attendance for some of our students 
has been one. Our priority is to always encourage full attendance and active engagement in school 
and for many years we have had standard badges to acknowledge those high standards. However, 
following student feedback and the changing world we live in, we have taken the perfect opportunity 
to create a new system that rewards our students throughout the year. This will be student and year 
group led, because what motivates a Year 7 student does not always motivate a Year 13 student in 
the same way. 
 
 



I would like to thank all those parents that took to time to respond to the parent survey and for  
sharing your experiences and feedback with us. It is always a real pleasure to read about individual 
successes both at school and in the wider community. 
 
The new term in September will be a busy one as not only we will be welcoming back Mr Pover  
following his sabbatical, but also, we will be sharing with you our feedback and action plans from the 
parent and student surveys, the innovative ideas and projects from our Student Leadership team 
and Student Council and the exciting new enrichment opportunities on offer. 
 
It has been a genuine privilege to have been given the opportunity to the lead the school community 
through the Summer Term so in this newsletter let us celebrate Team Burgate – a community that 
values kindness, fairness, creativity and enthusiasm. 
 
I wish everyone a restful summer holiday and we hope you will be able to spend time with families 
and friends, reflect on your successes this year and recharge your batteries.  
 
Heidi Shering 
Acting Headteacher 



 

 

Year 10 and 11  

food practical 

Year 11 Printmaking 

Burgate Girls  

Royal Navy Careers Day 

Sixth Form Geographers Devon field trip 

Sixth Form tutor group bonding— cupcake making! 



12SF Affirmations 

In November we installed two Electric  

Vehicle (EV) chargers on our school 

site as part of our school-wide effort to 

fight climate change. Headteacher, 

David Pover and Assistant  

Headteacher, Richard Hollowbread   

welcomed back ex-Burgate student 

Alex Bartlett who has his own  

business Bartlett Electrical, and  

specialist knowledge in EV 

connections to install the 

charging points. Geography 

teacher, Sarah Jones was the 

first to use it! 

Burgate School and Sixth Form  

Remembrance Day 2021 



Our very own Year 9 student Tom Klemz 

has achieved 3 bronze  

medals internationally this year and is 

now ranked 10th in the world standings.  

He will be representing Great  

Britain at the Commonwealth Karate 

Championships in September.  

Good luck Tom! 



In November students from Year 7 to 13 took part 

in UK Parliament week and learnt how parliament 

plays a vital role in promoting the rights of different 

groups in society by creating legislation to protect 

them.  

Each tutor group spent time learning about someone 

who was an 'Equality champion' and who has worked 

Our Year 8 students supported a food and household product collection.   

As a school we donated 230 kg of food and cleaning products.  

The food collected provided 23 people 3 meals a day for 3 days! 

Year 11 student thoughts following Sixth Form Taster Day 



A crime scene and criminal court analysis in 

Sixth Form sociologists and psychologists enjoyed 

a fascinating crime scene to courtroom event. With 

expert help from former investigating officer and 

legal trainer, Simon Smith, students followed a 

murder all the way from the crime scene, to  

conducting cognitive interviews, assessing forensic 

evidence and then finally trying the case in Crown 

Court.  

This year, Mia, won  
The Lion’s Club  

Peace Poster Competition. 
 
 

Mock Interviews  

 

Year 10 students excelled them-

selves in their mock interviews sup-

ported by Fordingbridge Rotary and 

other interviewers from Bourne-

mouth University, Brightspace Archi-

tects, and Associated British Ports. 

Year 9  

3D Designers 
had a lovely time 
learning to draw 

digitally and 
studying paper 

clips! 



Year 7  

student, Megan 

won the 2021  

Nature Senses  

competition with 

this stunning  

photograph!  

Year 12  

Student tutor group bonding 

with a  

lunchtime cook up! 
Year 10 explore  

painting with emotion.  

A sense of place: 

Salisbury Cathedral 

Year 11 students Niamh, Theo, Ed, Kye and Will, helped 

create a police training video about underage drinking 

and smoking with the New Forest Neighbourhood  

Policing Team, PCSO May and PCSO McCormick.  

I Know Why 

the Caged Bird 

Sings: Year 12 

printmaking 



Senior Citizen Christmas  

Afternoon Tea. With Covid  

restrictions still in place, this year, 

instead of hosting our annual senior 

citizens Christmas lunch, our staff 

ensured  that our local senior citizens 

knew that they were still in our 

thoughts by producing beautiful 

Christmas afternoon tea hampers for 

all the people who would have  

normally attended. Extra hampers 

were also donated to local care 

homes to share the Christmas cheer! 

Staff creating the 

main school hall 

Christmas  

window display 

 

'Learning with the Lords' Education Programme  

A Level Politics students in Year 12 and 13 took part in a live web-

chat with Lord Bruce of Bennachie as part of the 'Learn with the 

Lords' education programme. Discussion included the legitimacy 

of the House of Lords, its role in scrutinising government decisions 

during the pandemic and the future of the Liberal Democrat party.  

 

Maths Challenge 

 

In the Sixth Form we  

celebrated a superb 

set of Senior Maths 

Challenge  

Results. The Senior 

Maths Challenge is 

an annual  

national competition 

sat by around 

200,000 students. All 

our competing  

students were  

awarded a certificate 

placing them in the 

top few percent     

nationally with five 

gold, four silver and 

four bronze  

certificates awarded.  



Year 12 Art  

Fleeting moments, a ghostly presence,  

blurring the lines between reality and fiction 

- a beautiful photo shoot by L6  

photographers inspired by Francesca 

Woodman 

Exciting things  

happening in the student 

kitchen  

Sixth Form students in 12CO 

used £20 "seed money" that 

they were gifted and reinvest-

ed this in sweets. They then 

raised over £100 which was split  

between Cancer Research and 

Crisis at  

Christmas  

Year 12 prints 

Year 11 Fine Art : 

Beginning and/or 



Holocaust Memorial Day 2022:  

Students learnt about the story of  ‘The  

Southampton Boys’ who landed at Stoney Cross 

airfield in the New Forest in November 1945. 

  

Focusing on how these young people managed to 

restore their faith in the future and were able to 

have hope in ‘one day’ again, each tutor group 

wrote a statement of hope for the future and these 

were  

displayed on 

their tutor 

base doors. 

Brilliant 

beans!  

KS3 Food 

A level Politics trip to Westminster: 

Students enjoyed a walking tour along Whitehall, visit to the 

UK Supreme Court and also the Houses of Parliament. 

Tasty cooking by Year 



Year 12 and 13 inspirational 

Fashion Illustration workshop. 

Our Year 10 students honoured the memory of 

those that died and suffered during the  

Holocaust by again taking part in the 'Foundation 

Stones' project to 'speak out'; speak out against 

hate, intolerance and injustice.  

Staff Arts Club 

Year 9 Hospitality and  

Catering students visited 

The Pembroke Arms, The 

Five Bells and Nole on the 

Square.  

Students and staff  

celebrated International  

Women’s Day and the women 

from the past and present 

who have helped to shape a 

more positive world. 

As part of their A-level 
course studying fish 
gill adaptations, Year 12  
students looked at the en-
tire fish, seeing the unusual  
kidney along the top of the 
body cavity, spherical eye 
lens and tiny brain.  
 
Thanks to Alistair at  

Trafalgar Fish Farm for this generous donation again this year 
without which the group would not have had this opportunity.  



 

Year 8 MFL  

students  

learning about 

Barcelona in 

their Spanish 

lessons ahead 

of the school 

trip later in the 

year. 

Year 11 drop down day started with an inspirational visit from James Shone (I Can & I Am), who 

spoke about his life experiences and how to grow resilience. This was followed by tutor activities 

where students applied James' teachings to their own lives and in the afternoon they finally got to 

enjoy their previously postponed bowling trip to Tower Park. 

 
Our Sixth Form Netball Team  

Staff creating a mural for our 

food technology room based 

on a design by D Webb show-

casing seasonal and organic 

food. 



The MFL Trip to Madrid took in the Plaza Mayor, a local Churrería, the home of Real Madrid, Estadio 

de Bernabeu, the Reina Sofía gallery, the leafy Parque del Retiro, a tapas meal and so much more! 

Sixth Form artists joined an inspiring V&A 'Spotlight on Women in  

Photography' webinar which explored key themes around collecting 

practice, gender, global  

narratives and design and also 

included a talk by leading  

contemporary artist Poulomi 

Basu.  

Year 10 artists submitted their school 

prospectus cover designs for 2022 

and Lucy O’s designs were selected 

as the winning artwork. 

The theme for the 2022  

Interschool Photographic  

Competition was  

“New Beginnings”  

Students and parents  

participated and Burgate  

entries by  

students, Emily Beddoes,  

Charlie Brewer and  

parent, Angela Albury were  

selected to be part of the final  

Exhibition. 



Art and Design London Trip.  

Students went from St Paul's, 

across the Millennium Bridge to the 

Tate Modern and Visual  

Merchandising show at the  

Business Design Centre and  

realised the importance of creativity 

in industry.  

BurgateFest 2022 

Mrs Perry wished her 

Year 11 students a 

fond farewell as  

together with staff they 

enjoyed an amazing 

afternoon at their leav-

ers event in May. Ice 

cream, horse carriage 

rides, bouncy castle 

and the conga were a 

few of the highlights! 



 

Emily B in Year 8: After a very hard year of training and successful  

performances at a regional level, Emily has qualified to swim at the Welsh Nationals in August. We 

wish her the best of luck with this fantastic  

achievement and look forward to hearing about this exciting opportunity.  
 

Abbie F in Year 10: Abbie has recently taken part in trials for the  Bath Super League Netball  

pathway. This is a competitive process involving over 400 girls from all over the Southwest. Abbie 

was successful in gaining a place in their hub and will now have access to top flight coaching and 

opportunities next year. Our congratulations to her on this great achievement.  
 

Olivia Goadsby in Year 10: We are delighted to announce that Olivia has been picked for The 

Hampshire Football Team. Congratulations Olivia, this is a fantastic achievement.  

Congratulations to  

Dan Gregory who is now 8th in the  

National British Showjumping ‘Just For 

Schools’ 80cm individual league  

representing The Burgate. Dan 

achieved this position in just  

seven highly successful weeks.  

The championships is at  

Stoneleigh in  

August.  

Photograph credit:  

Rob Bayes  

Photography  

Our friends from the British Motor Show were in school  

recently to support and inspire our students during their careers fair and 

have very kindly offered our parents, staff and their families a 10%  

discount on tickets with the code “SCHOOL10” 

The British Motor Show 18 - 21 August 2022 

https://britishmotorshow.seetickets.com/tour/the-british-motor-show?offercode=school10 

 

 

The primary school and environment conference: MFL student ambassadors were 

sent a message of thanks from Fordingbridge Junior School for taking the time to  

inspire their students while helping them to learn Spanish. Well done and thanks to 

Jess, Hannah, lla, Mollie and Em.  
 

Vimoutiers environment conference: A group of Year 7 French students  

represented the school via Zoom at the recent Twinning conference. Through interviews 

and research they explained (in French!) the steps we have taken at school to reduce the 

negative impact we have on the environment. Students spoke to an audience of around 

80 people and were fantastic ambassadors for the school. They thoroughly enjoyed a 

French breakfast to reward them for their hard work. Well done Emily, Isabella, Saksham, 

Scarlett, Georgia, Tate, Sophie, Ruby, Heidi and Lucy. 



Year 8 Gardening Club with Mrs Baker grew herbs, vegetables and flowers this year and here are 

just a few photographs of what their hard work produced! 

Year 11 Class of 2022 



Creative Arts Evening 2022 



 

Enrichment 

Week 2022  



Barcelona Trip July 2022 

Ball games on the beach, a 

visit to Poble Espanyol, La 

Sagrada Familia cathedral, 

Camp Nou stadium (with a 

hop on the cable car for non-

football fans) and a fabulous 

day at the ParkAventura 

theme park. Students tried 

‘proper’ Spanish food at the 

Boquería Market and  

embraced all things Spanish. 

A truly memorable experience 

for all!   



Wishing you all a 

safe and happy  

summer! 

 
We look forward to welcoming our new 

Year 7 and Year 12 students back on 

Tuesday 6 September 2022.  

 

We look forward to welcoming all other 

year groups back to school  

on Wednesday 7 September 2022. 


